TENDER TOUCH: The Rev. Steve Cliford reaches into an incubator to touch Ruth, one of four
children to to him and his wife Cheryl, also a minister, Wednesday in Akron. The couple received
eggss for anin vitro fertilization procedure from Mrs. Clifford's sister,

AKRON (4F) — @uadru-
plets"were born to a husband-
wife minister teain Who
teceived eges for an in vifro
hersister,

“God is good,” the Rev..

Steve Clifford of Canton, a
minister of the United Church
of Christ, said Wednesday

His wife, Cheryl, 48, also a
UCC minister, delivered qua-
druplets by Caesarian section
Wednesday at Akron City Hos-
pital. The bables, two boys and
two girls, ranged from 2
pounds, 13 ounces to 3 pounds,

10 ounces.

Robert Steven, Ruth Marie

and Heidi Lynn were doing
wyell-and could: go home in sev-
dril wesls

Faul, the biggest at 3
pounds, 10 .cunces, was taken
fo Akren Childien’s Hospital
because his lungs were not
fully developed. He was in
serlous condition today, the
hospital said.

The babies were eight

p.n. and 2:03 p.m. Wednesday
and called them “incredible
and fascinating — a miracle.”
Cheryl Clifford’s sister,
Heldi Kuchta, 28, of New Hart-
ford, Conn., donated the eggs
that were fertilized with Steve

s have quads (with help)

Clifford’s sperm  and

nothing obviously wrong,
except that it's harder for
older women to conceive.”

Doctors told Mrs. Clifford
that she would have a 3.5 per-
cent chance of concelving
through in vitro fertilization if
she donated the eggs, and a 20
percent chance if the donor
Wwas younger.




